
Why I voted Yes on H.J.Res. 118

I voted Yes on H.J.Res. 118, Providing for disapproval of the rule submitted by the Department
of Health and Human Services relating to waiver of the work requirements with respect to the
TANF program.

  

This resolution disapproves of a rule submitted by the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) seeking to waive work requirements of the successful 1996 welfare reform law.
In July 2012, the Department put out a memorandum allowing states to seek waivers from the
work requirements of the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) welfare block grant
program.

  

The nonpartisan Government Accountability Office subsequently determined that this waiver
proposal constitutes a "rule" subject to the Congressional Review Act. According to the
Congressional Review Act, resolutions of disapproval can be considered by Congress to
provide a check on regulations proposed by the Administration with which the Congress
disagrees.

  

Under the welfare reform law approved by Congress and signed by President Bill Clinton in
1996, able-bodies individuals are required to work, prepare to work or be looking for work as a
condition for receiving public assistance. The current system with strong work requirements has
been an unparalleled, bipartisan success under which the number of individuals receiving
welfare has decreased, as has the average length of stay on welfare.

  

I support this resolution for two primary reasons. Most importantly, while it is right that our
government support individuals during their temporary times of need – individuals must also
take personal responsibility to help themselves and that means working, or at least seeking or
training for work if one is able-bodied. Weakening or waiving work requirements won't help get
people back to work. The principle of welfare-to-work is moral, effective, and fair to taxpayers.
Reducing unemployment is the key to revitalizing the American economy and I believe every
effort should be made to ensure that our welfare laws are effectively and fully transitioning
people from assistance to work. Finally, any major policy change to the landmark 1996 law
should be made through legislation considered by duly elected representatives in Congress –
not unilaterally by the Executive Branch.

  

The resolution was approved by a vote of 250 – 164.

 1 / 2



Why I voted Yes on H.J.Res. 118

  

 2 / 2


